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Salem Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Placed on National Register of Historic Places 2010 

Sunday Liturgies 
July 5 

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
Zechariah 9:9-12;  
Psalm 145:8-14 

Romans 7:15-25a; 
Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

 

Semicontinuous: 
Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67 
Psalm 45:10-17; Song of 

Solomon 2:8-13 (alt) 
 

July 12 
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

Isaiah 55:10-13;  
Psalm 65:[1-8] 9-13 

Romans 8:1-11; Matthew 
13:1-9, 18-23 

 

Semicontinuous: 
Genesis 25:19-34; Psalm 

119:105-112 
 

July 19 
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

Isaiah 44:6-8;  
Psalm 86:11-17 

Romans 8:12-25; Matthew 
13:24-30, 36-43 

 

Semicontinuous: 
Genesis 28:10-19a;      

Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24 
 

July 26 
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

1 Kings 3:5-12;  
Psalm 119:129-136 
Romans 8:26-39;  

Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
Semicontinuous: 

Genesis 29:15-28; Psalm 
105:1-11, 45b 

Psalm 128 (alternate) 

Lebanon Lutheran Co-op  
Contact Information: 
Office: 53 Chestnut St 

Lebanon, PA 17042;  

Ph: 717-273-3001;     

Email: llcm1483@gmail.com 

Web: lebanonlutherans.org  
Facebook.com/groups/llcm1483/ 
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WE EN-
COURAGE YOU TO 
CALL (OR EMAIL!) THE 
CHURCH OFFICE IF…. 
 You or a loved one is in 

need of prayer. 

 You or a family member is 
ill or hospitalized. 

 You have returned home 
from the hospital. 

 You are homebound either 
permanently or temporarily 
and desire communion. 

 There’s a new baby. 

 A family member dies. 

 You have moved, are in  
      college or are in the  
       service. 

 You would like one of the  
       pastors to visit you. 

 You wish to add or remove 
a name from the prayer list. 

 You have an announce-
ment for the bulletin or 
newsletter. 

 

   Help us provide good  
pastoral care by keeping us 

informed.  Thank you!!!  

https://lebanonlutherans.org/congregations/salem/ 

  Salem Office ……….717-272-6151 
Email..salemlebanon119@gmail.com 
 

Pastor Bob........Cell: 717-679-1058  
    Pastor Bob Ierien’s 
  Email……......rbierien@gmail.com 
 

Pastor Kristal...Cell: 717-679-4614 
   Pastor Kristal Smith’s 
  Email….kardsmith@comcast.net 
 

Vicar Jess.......Cell: 717-926-5132 
    Vicar Jessica Davis’s 
  Email.......................jdavis@uls.edu 

Here are items we could use  
in the Little Free Pantry: 

 

Face Masks, 
Toilet Paper,  

Paper Towels, 
Tissues, Canned Goods,  
Cereal Bars, Juice Boxes 

Thank you! 
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From the desk of the Pastor... 

 

St James Garden 
The Evangelical Outreach Ministry Team is very appreciative of the donation of vegetable 
plants and marigolds from Mike and Martene Firestine, Salem members. Stop by the garden 
at St. James and check out the tomatoes, eggplant, zucchini, squash, lettuce and other veg-
etables. This garden is appreciated by the surrounding neighbors at St. James. If you have 
questions,  or would like to help, please contact Bobbi Wike, St. James – 717-926-0567.  

The Church in the CommunityThe Church in the CommunityThe Church in the Community   

Dear friends in Christ, 
 

There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free,  
there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus - Galatians 3:28 

 

Paul wrote some very bold words in his letter to the Christ-followers in Galatia, reminding 
them of their equal stance before God as Abraham’s offspring and heirs according to the 
promise. How well are we living into this vision? How well do we reflect a community 
where ALL are welcome, where diversity of personhood and talents are not just accepted, 
but celebrated? Here in the United States, the reality has become painfully clear. First, the 
outbreak of COVID-19 revealed the cracks in society whereby communities of color are  
being impacted far more severely both economically and medically. The death of George 
Floyd while in police custody has spurred people into action to address those societal cracks 
to bring change. Systemic racism as well as individual racist-motivated acts are being seen 
and perceived as never before in our nation’s history. 
 

As followers of Jesus we are called to work towards God’s promised and preferred future for 
humanity and all of creation. This includes seeing each person as a beloved child of God and 
working towards peace and justice in our community. The question that stands before us is: 
how can we address this as a Co-op? The pastoral staff recognizes this is not an easy ques-
tion nor is it a value that is held equally by all members of the Co-op congregations. In fact, 
some may say there IS no problem with racism in the US...or at least not in Lebanon. Given 
my background and my social bubble, it has taken me years of intentional education and 
conversations to come to the understanding I have today. (And yes, I see the manifestations 
of racism in many ways in our community) Given the current demographic of the ELCA, 
which is more than 97% caucasian, and our own congregations, it takes a lot of focused 
attention and energy and willingness to listen. No doubt, it is difficult work. I also believe it 
is work that is breathed by the Holy Spirit who does not give us timidity, but empowers us 
to look within and without as well as change our hearts and minds so that we grow more 
into the likeness of Christ. So we can grow more fully into the Apostle Paul’s bold vision, 
which is our ultimate reality. 
 

The pastoral staff is looking to gather ideas and formulate some plans around addressing 
the problem of racism. Education, conversation, acts of community engagement, and more 
are all on the table. Are you interested in joining the effort? Please contact Pastor Bob,  
Pastor Kristal, or Vicar Jess. 
                    Peace, Pastor Kristal 
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Little Free Pantry – Is It All About the Food or the Human Spirit? 
     Filling the Pantry one Saturday morning, a man asked if I had a 
plastic bag. I gave him one. He had one jar of peanut butter in his 
hand. He said, “This must be my lucky day. I got peanut butter! 
     A week or so later, I approached the 8

th
 St door at the street. 

Around that door was an Asian lady bent over on her motorized 
wheelchair pulling what I thought were weeds. I then got some items 
to fill the pantry. She was near the pantry, when I returned, and I    
offered her some items. I would show her something and she would 
shake her head to indicate if she wanted it or did not need it. I then 
gave her a bag for the weeds she pulled and took it from her. I saw 
her expression change. She then said, I cook, I eat. I then realized 
she was pulling those plants to eat. I have had this plant in my flower 
beds for years. I always thought it was a weed.   Little did I know the 
value of this plant with the little blue flower. It is a commelina, a   
dayflower. It is a perennial herb native throughout the Americas,    
Africa, and western Asia. Leaves and shoots are edible with a green-
bean flavor, and can be used in salads, or minimally cooked with 
other greens. The flowers, which bloom only for a day from May until 
October, are adorable additions to salads, or as a decorative accent 
to cupcakes.  
     Learning something new each day. God’s blessings enrich us in 
so many ways.  -Sharon Martin  

The Church in the CommunityThe Church in the CommunityThe Church in the Community   

Free Fourth of July Picnic Meal 
 

The Co-op is again hosting a meal on the Fourth of July at Salem. The "picnic" this 

year will actually be take-out meals available at both ends of Salem's lobby.  

Here's how you can help:   

Volunteer some time between 9:00 am & 2:00 pm on the 4th,   

AND/OR  donate cookies!               

If you want to volunteer, please be in touch with Pastor Kristal at 717-679-4614 or 

kardsmith@comcast.net. We need to be mindful of the number of volunteers we 

have on site. 
 

If you can donate cookies, please package them in Ziploc bags, 2 to a bag, and drop 

them off at Salem on Friday, July 3 between 8:30 am and 2:00 pm. You can also 

drop them off anytime at Pastor Kristal's house (236 

Waterford Way in Lebanon) as long as you call first. 

Thank you for sharing the love of Christ  

in our community! 

mailto:kardsmith@comcast.net


Salem Salutations 

Who:    You! (with Vicar Jess and Pastor Kristal) 

What:    Bad Girls of the Bible by Barbara Essex 

When:    Wednesdays at 11:00 am, June 10 - August 26 

Where:   In the comfort of your home! 

Why:    Gain deeper understanding of some well-known women of the Bible.  

Was Eve willful or wise? Was Jezebel devious or a diva? Check your assumptions 

and join us via Zoom on Wednesdays (or access the recording anytime) to delve 

into the lives of 10 women who are featured in the Bible. We are using a book 

called Bad Girls of the Bible by Barbara Essex, an African-American pastor in the 

United Church of Christ. You are welcome to buy your own copy (take care to buy 

the correct copy; there are several books with that title), but it is not necessary to 

buy the book to be able to fully participate in the study. We look forward to work-

ing through this with you! 

Go to Zoom.com OR your Zoom app OR call 646-558-8656  

and enter the following information (same information every week):  

Meeting ID: 898 5640 4482  Password: 177596 
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EASTER EGGS – I would like to take this     

opportunity to thank all of the egg makers and 

buyers for once again supporting our Easter 

Egg Project.  Even though we had a short     

season, we were still able to make a profit of 

$1,000.00.  Thank you so much!  Stay tuned for 

plans for using the profit to benefit our friends 

and neighbors. 

    -Tina Zellers 
Your word is a lamp to my feet 

and a light upon my path.  

   (Ps. 119:105)  

Dear Friends in Christ,   
Thank you to the Lydia Rachel Circle members for the beautiful flowers they sent    
after my recent heart attack and hospitalization.  I'm so grateful for all of my Salem 
family who sent lovely cards of encouragement, provided meals, and checked up on 
me.  And thanks to Pastor Bob, Pastor Kristal, and Vicar Jess for their phone calls 
(and prayers).  God is SO good!  
                                                                Sincerely, Louise Pouss  
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Call-Em-All 
     Last summer, a new communication system was implemented for the 

Co-op and  it’s not too late for your number to be included!   

“Call-Em-All”  is a system similar to what school districts now use to 

inform parents about what’s going on in school.  

     This is an effort to ensure that all of our members are well informed 

and is a quick and easy method of staying in touch, now more than ever!   
 

We ask you to provide your name, primary phone number and 

state your preference to receive calls, texts, or both.  

>>If you have questions or want to be added  

to the list, please contact the Co-op office directly at  

717-273-3001, or email  LLCM1483@gmail.com  
 

Thank you for your help! Stay healthy and keep the faith! 

Lebanon Lutheran Cooperative Ministry 

Join us online for Sunday Worship at 9am. 

Go to YouTube and type “Lebanon  
Lutheran Cooperative Mnistry”   

OR 
Here is the link to the YouTube channel:  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCK
cUTz3PptmNwWY0jGP2GIA 

Follow this link to the Co-op Website any 
time to watch previously posted videos 
from our staff. Here is the link:   
https://lebanonlutherans.org/ 
 

Copy and paste a link into your web 

browser and worship with us! 

 Staying Connected 

Email Addresses!! 
If your email address needs 

to be added or updated,  

please send an email to: 
 

salemlebanon119@gmail.com 

mailto:LLCM1483@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKcUTz3PptmNwWY0jGP2GIA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKcUTz3PptmNwWY0jGP2GIA
https://lebanonlutherans.org/
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-OR- 
You may drop it off in 

the mail slot beside  

the 8th Street  

Parish Bldg. entrance.  

It is safe and secure. 
 

You may also mail it in 

if you prefer.  

If you would prefer to make your  

offering electronically,  

scan the QR code ——–—————-> 

with your smartphone or  

go to  lebanonlutherans.org/give  

and click 'Salem'.  

Thank you for your generous support of our ministry! 

 Jul 7    Betty Wilhelm 2000 Cambridge Ave Per. Care Apt 621   Reading PA 19610-2714 

Jul 20    Jane Krick 2144 Stonecrest Dr NW   Calabash NC 28467-1770 

Jul 22    Nerita Groy 300 W. Lemon St. Apt 203    Lititz PA 17543 

Jul 23    Marion Tice Spang Crest, Room 232   Lebanon PA 17042 

Jul 25    Jeanette Ail 100 Tuck Ct. #307 Linden Village Lebanon PA 17042 

Jul 30    Betty Kessler 1143 Kochenderfer Road Lebanon PA 17046 

Happy Birthday wishes to our members who are  

80 years and better! 

OFFERINGS 

2020 

Aug 5    Sundina Rhen 1134 Garden Ave Lebanon PA 17046 

Aug 10    Mary Shutter 2025 Center St.   Lebanon PA 17042 

Aug 16    Lorraine Fake 436 New St Lebanon PA 17046 

Aug 23    Olive Galbraith Linden Vill. 100 Tuck Ct, Quentin Ctg 209  Lebanon PA 17042 

 

Eric Miller, son of Michael & Donna Miller, and grandson of Mary Miller 

 graduated from Thaddeus Stevens College of Technology, Lancaster,  

and plans to work as an electrician. 

Congratulations, Graduate! 

http://lebanonlutherans.org/give
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The Little Free Library is 
open and is busy.  As 
you are cleaning out 

your “junque”,  
remember  

to donate your books  
to the Little Free Library.  

Thank you. 

ARCHIVES CORNER 

The Mite Society 

A Busy Women’s Organization in the Church 

 
(Next month we’ll find out what we learned from those minutes.) 



Nonprofit Organ. 
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The mission of Salem Evangelical Lutheran church is to go, listen, 

serve, and LOVE all people as disciples of Jesus Christ.  
 

The Church Staff:                                           

The Rev. Robert Ierien & The Rev. Kristal Smith. Pastors; Jessica Davis, Vicar 

Mark S. Dimick, Cantor;  Louise Pouss, Junior & Bell Choir Director    

Crystal Nace, Treasurer;  Nancy Ruoss, Asst. Treasurer/Financial Secretary 

Joanne Hayes, Housekeeper;  Mary Lynne Mulligan, Church Secretary 
 

The Congregation Council:                                             

Laurie Bomgardner; Scott DeLong; Nichole Dubbs; Linda Ebling; 

Mike Firestine; Crystal Nace; John Sheaf; April Sherk; Tina Zellers 
 

Salem’s Board Reps. to the Lebanon Lutheran Cooperative Ministry: 

Debra Gates & Crystal Nace 

The ‘many...one body in Christ, and members one of another’  Rom 12:5 
who carry out God’s work in many un-sung ways:   

All of you!! 

2020 
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Nothing can separate 

us from God’s love 

    -Romans 8:38-39  


