
LBW Compline (Night Prayer) 
GATHERING 
The congregation assembles in silence. 

 
 
HYMN Joyous Light of Heavenly Glory 

 

 
 



CONFESSION 
P In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

C Amen. 
 
P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 

sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our 
sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 

 
C Amen. 
 
P While we still were sinners, Christ died for us. Through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
God promises to heal us and forgive us. Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 
another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination. 
P Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 

have mercy on us. 
For self-centered living, 
and for failing to walk with humility and gentleness: 

C Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 
have mercy on us. 

P For longing to have what is not ours, 
and for hearts that are not at rest with ourselves: 

C Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 
have mercy on us. 

P For misuse of human relationships, 
and for unwillingness to see the image of God in others: 

C Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 
have mercy on us. 

P For jealousies that divide families and nations, 
and for rivalries that create strife and warfare: 

C Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 
have mercy on us. 

P For reluctance in sharing the gifts of God, 
and for carelessness with the fruits of creation: 

C Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 
have mercy on us. 

P For hurtful words that condemn, 
and for angry deeds that harm: 

C Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 
have mercy on us. 



P For idleness in witnessing to Jesus Christ, 
and for squandering the gifts of love and grace: 

C Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 
have mercy on us. 

 
P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. Through the Holy Spirit God cleanses us and gives us the power 
to proclaim the mighty acts of the one who called us out of darkness into his marvelous 
light. By the authority of our Lord Jesus Christ, I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

 
C Amen. 
 
PSALMODY PSALM 139:1-18 

1O LORD, you have searched me and known me. 
2You know when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from far away. 
3You search out my path and my lying down, and are acquainted with all my ways. 
4Even before a word is on my tongue, O LORD, you know it completely. 
5You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me. 
6Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so high that I cannot attain it. 
7Where can I go from your spirit? Or where can I flee from your presence? 
8If I ascend to heaven, you are there; if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there. 
9If I take the wings of the morning and settle at the farthest limits of the sea, 
10even there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me fast. 
11If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me, and the light around me become night,” 
12even the darkness is not dark to you; the night is as bright as the day, for darkness is as 
light to you. 
13For it was you who formed my inward parts; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
14I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; that I 
know very well. 
15My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in secret, intricately woven in the 
depths of the earth. 
16Your eyes beheld my unformed substance. In your book were written all the days that 
were formed for me, when none of them as yet existed. 
17How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum of them! 
18I try to count them—they are more than the sand; I come to the end—I am still with you. 
 



Silence for reflection. 
 
 
PSALM PRAYER 
P Almighty God, creator of the universe, we are filled with wonder at all your works and 

overwhelmed by your infinite wisdom. We praise you for your majesty; yet even more 
we rejoice that you do not forget us, yet desire to know and care for us; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 
C Amen. 
 
BRIEF LESSON 
10[Thus says the Lord,] “Do not fear, for I am with you, 
   do not be afraid, for I am your God; 
I will strengthen you, I will help you, 
   I will uphold you with my victorious right hand. (Isaiah 41:10) 
 
9You, O Lord, are in the midst of us and we are called by your name; leave us not, O Lord our 
God. (Jeremiah 14.9) 
 
7“[E]ven the hairs of your head are all counted. Do not be afraid; you are of more value than 
many sparrows. (Luke 12:7) 
 
7We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we live, we live to the Lord, and 
if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 
(Romans 14:7-8) 
 
6Humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due time. 
7Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. (1 Peter 5:6,7) 
 
 
 
RESPONSORY 

 



 

 
 
  



The Hymn To You, Before the Close of Day 
 

 
 
PRAYERS 
One or more of the following prayers are sung or said. 

 
O Lord, support us all the day long of this troubled life, until the shadows lengthen and the 
evening comes and the busy world is hushed, the fever of life is over, and our work is done. 



Then, Lord, in your mercy, grant us a safe lodging, and a holy rest, and peace at the last; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
OR 
Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in your great mercy defend us from all perils and 
dangers of this night; for the love of your only Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Amen 
OR 
Visit our dwellings, O Lord, and drive from them all the snares of the enemy; let your holy 
angels dwell with us to preserve us in peace; and let your blessing be upon us always, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
OR 
Eternal God, the hours both of day and night are yours, and to you the darkness is no threat. Be 
present, we pray, with those who labor in these hours of night, especially those who watch and 
work on behalf of others. Grant them diligence in their watching, faithfulness in their service, 
courage in danger, and competence in emergencies. Help them to meet the needs of others with 
confidence and compassion; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
OR 
Gracious Lord, we give you thanks for the day, especially for the good we were permitted to give 
and to receive; the day is now past and we commit it to you. We entrust to you the night; we rest 
in surety, for you are our help, and you neither slumber nor sleep. 
Amen 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 



GOSPEL CANTICLE 

 



 
BENEDICTION 
The Benediction concludes the service. 
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