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Welcome to worship with  
Lebanon Lutheran Cooperative Ministry 

www.lebanonlutherans.org 
 
 

Our Congregations 
Hill Lutheran Church             St. James Lutheran Church          Salem Lutheran Church 
998 N. Mill Street             53 Chestnut Street           119 N. 8th Street 
Lebanon, PA 17046             Lebanon, PA 17042           Lebanon, PA 17046 
Worship  10:30 am             Worship 9:00 am           Worship 9:00 am  
 
 
Our purpose: 
to share resources and opportunities for mission and ministry, to grow disciples of Jesus 
Christ, to discern a shared vision for God’s mission in the Lebanon area, and to share the 
good news of God’s love in Jesus Christ with our community and with the world. 
 
 

Our priorities: 
Spiritual Renewal – growing deeper in a loving relationship with Jesus Christ 
Faith Formation – growing in our understanding of faith and the world 
Evangelical Outreach – sharing the good news of God’s love with those around us 

Important Worship Notes  
 
Due to current public health and safety guidelines:  
 
 Masks are required. Disposable masks are available if you do not have one.  

 
 A physical distance of at least six feet between family groups must be maintained.   

 
 We ask that you please refrain from singing. Lyrics to the hymns are included and 

you are encouraged to follow along silently, or hum softly.  
 

Thank you for your cooperation.  

http://www.lebanonlutherans.org


SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 
+ Baptism of Our Lord +  

January 10, 2021 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

whose forgiveness is sure 
and whose steadfast love endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Together let us honestly and humbly confess our sins. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Loving and forgiving God, 
we confess that we are held captive by sin. 
In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray. We have not welcomed the 
stranger; we have not loved our neighbor; 
we have not been Christ to one another. 
Restore us, O God. 
Wake us up and turn us from our sin. 
Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen. 
 
People of God, hear this glad news: 
by God’s endless grace 
your sins are forgiven, and you are free— 
free from all that holds you back 
and free to live in the peaceable realm of God. 
May you be strengthened in God’s love, 

☩ comforted by Christ’s peace, 

and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 



OPENING HYMN – Hail to the Lord's Anointed   

Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-730797. All rights reserved. 

 

 
GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
 Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
KYRIE 
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 
 for the  unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 

1 Hail to the Lord’s anointed, 
 great David’s greater Son! 
 Hail, in the time appointed, 
 his reign on earth begun! 
 He comes to break oppression, 
 to set the captive free, 
 to take away transgression 
 and rule in equity. 
 
2 He comes with rescue speedy 
 to those who suffer wrong, 
 to help the poor and needy, 
 and bid the weak be strong; 
 to give them songs for sighing, 
 their darkness turn to light, 
 whose souls, condemned and dying, 
 were precious in his sight. 

3 He shall come down like showers 
 upon the fruitful earth; 
 and love, joy, hope, like flowers, 
 spring in his path to birth. 
 Before him on the mountains 
 shall peace, the herald, go; 
 and righteousness in fountains 
 from hill to valley flow. 
 
4 Kings shall fall down before him, 
 and gold and incense bring; 
 all nations shall adore him, 
 his praise all people sing. 
 To him shall prayer unceasing 
 and daily vows ascend; 
 his kingdom still increasing, 
  a kingdom without end. 



P For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 
 pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the 
waters. Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow 
after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.  
 

FIRST READING         Genesis 1:1-5 
              

Out of chaos, God brings order. Out of the formless void, God brings light. This familiar story 
was good news for the Israelites, who experienced much chaos in their history. It remains good 
news for us. God created and continues to create new life. 
 
1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a 
formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept 
over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 
4And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 
5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the first day. 
 
 
PSALM  Psalm 29  
The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. (Ps. 29:3) 

 1Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, 
  ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
 2Ascribe to the Lord the glory due God’s name; 
  worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 
 3The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; 
  the Lord is upon the mighty waters. 



 4The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; 
  the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor.  
 5The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; 
  the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 
 6the Lord makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 
  and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 
 7The voice of the Lord 
  bursts forth in lightning flashes. 
 8The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; 
  the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.  
 9The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare. 
  And in the temple of the Lord all are crying, “Glory!” 
 10The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; 
  the Lord sits enthroned as king forevermore. 
 11O Lord, give strength to your people; 
  give them, O Lord, the blessings of peace.  
  
  

SECOND READING         Acts 19:1-7 
             
In Ephesus, Paul encounters people who had received John’s baptism of repentance but had 
never heard of the Holy Spirit or of baptism in the name of Jesus. After Paul baptizes them, the 
Holy Spirit comes upon them and empowers them with gifts of the Spirit. 
 

1While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to 
Ephesus, where he found some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy 
Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that 
there is a Holy Spirit.” 3Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They 
answered, “Into John’s baptism.” 4Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of 
repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, 
in Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6When 
Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in 
tongues and prophesied—7altogether there were about twelve of them. 
 

 

 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION      

Alleluia. A voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I  am well 
pleased.” Alleluia. (Matt. 3:17)    
 
GOSPEL          Mark 1:4-11  
 
Mark’s gospel reports the story of Jesus’ baptism with some irony: the one on whom the Spirit 
descends is himself the one who will baptize others with the Holy Spirit. 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark. C Glory to you, O Lord. 
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the 
people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river 
Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather 
belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one 
who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and 
untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit.” 
 
  9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart 
and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are 
my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

P This is the Gospel of our Lord.  C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN –  When Jesus Came to Jordan   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000. Text © 1980 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Reprinted 
with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-730797. All rights reserved. 

 
 
NICENE CREED 
 We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
 
 

3 Come, Holy Spirit, aid us to keep the vows  
we make; this very day invade us, 

 and ev'ry bondage break. 
 Come, give our lives direction, the gift we  

covet most: to share the resurrection 
 that leads to Pentecost. 

1 When Jesus came to Jordan 
 to be baptized by John, 
 he did not come for pardon 
 but as the Sinless One. 
 He came to share repentance 
 with all who mourn their sins, 
 to speak the vital sentence 
 with which good news begins. 

2 He came to share temptation, 
 our utmost woe and loss, 
 for us and our salvation 
 to die upon the cross. 
 So when the dove descended 
 on him, the Son of Man, 
 the hidden years had ended, 
 the age of grace began. 



For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, 
the world, and all people in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
For the church throughout the world and its leaders, that guided by the Holy Spirit they 
proclaim the forgiveness of sins, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
 



 
For wilderness and water, wind and wild beasts, and all living things on earth, that 
God’s goodness is revealed through creation and faithful stewards care for all God has 
made, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For the nations of the world and their leaders, for laborers busy both day and night, 
and for peacemakers amid strife, that God inspire all people to use their strength 
wisely, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For the sick and those who provide medical care, for the imprisoned and those who 
show them mercy, for the lonely and those who provide companionship, for all who 
suffer (especially), that God shower compassion, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For the congregation gathered here, for students returning to school, for those seeking 
renewal in their daily work, that all the beloved of God experience grace and peace, let 
us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their labors, that their 
witness inspire us in our baptismal vocations, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one 
who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
OFFERING 
There are a number of ways of making your offerings to God during this time. One is to 
give online at www.lebanonlutherans.org/give . If you prefer not to give online, you 
may of course mail a check to your congregation. If you are not able to give monetarily 
during this time, know that your prayers and praise are a pleasing offering to God. If 
you are able to give a little more during this time, please consider doing so as a way of 
supporting your fellow disciples who are not able to. 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Gracious God, you came to us as one unknown, bringing joy and salvation to the earth. 
Nourish us at your banquet table, that with all who welcome your birth 
we may proclaim your peace, revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
 
DIALOGUE 
 

P  The Lord be with you.  
C  And also with you.  
 

P  Lift up your hearts.  
C  We lift them to the Lord.  
 

P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks 
and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. In the wonder and 
mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and 
radiant vision of your glory; that, beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to 
love the God whom we cannot see. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

http://www.lebanonlutherans.org/give


 
SANCTUS  
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
Holy God, 

Creator of all and Source of life, 
at the birth of time your word brought light into the world. 

 

In the fullness of time, 
you sent your Word, born of Mary, 
to shine in our darkness and to make us your daughters and sons. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, 

his birth and life among us, 
his death and resurrection, 
we await his coming again 
when all things will be restored in him. 

 



 
By your Spirit bless us and this bread and cup, 

that, held and nourished by you, 
we may live as your children, 
shining with the light of your Son. 

 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray… 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
All is prepared, and all are welcome.   
 
 
COMMUNION 
This is the body of Christ, given for you. 
This is the blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 
 
 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us from 
your very self with the body and blood of Christ. Through this mystery, send us forth 
to proclaim your promise to a world in need, through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever.  
Amen  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN –  God, Whose Almighty Word   
 

 

Text: John Marriott, 1780-1825, alt. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-730797. All rights reserved. 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
POSTLUDE  

 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission 

under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #43183. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 

Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

  

1 God, whose almighty word 
 chaos and darkness heard 
 and took their flight: 
 hear us, we humbly pray, 
 and where the gospel day 
 sheds not its glorious ray, 
 let there be light! 
 
2 Lord, who once came to bring, 
 on your redeeming wing, 
 healing and sight, 
 health to the sick in mind, 
 sight to the inly blind: 
 oh, now to humankind 
 let there be light! 

3 Spirit of truth and love, 
 life-giving, holy dove, 
 speed forth your flight; 
 move on the water’s face 
 bearing the lamp of grace, 
 and in earth’s darkest place 
 let there be light! 
 
4 Holy and blessed three, 
 glorious Trinity, 
 wisdom, love, might! 
 Boundless as ocean’s tide, 
 rolling in fullest pride, 
 through the earth, far and wide, 
  let there be light! 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

In-Person Worship 
Based on the continued high risk associated with COVID in Lebanon County, the Co-op 
Board voted on January 5th to extend the suspension of in-person worship through 
Sunday, February 7th. Please continue to pray for medical professionals working to bring 
the pandemic under control, for people struggling to recover from the virus, and for 
families grieving the death of loved ones to this disease. 
 
 
Urgent Grace: Exploring the Gospel of Mark 
Since the beginning of Advent, we have been in Year B of the Revised Common 
Lectionary, meaning that most of our Gospel readings for the next year will be from the 
Gospel of Mark. To help open up these passages, Pastor Bob will be offering a study of 
Mark via Zoom on Tuesdays at noon, from January 12th through February 16th. The 
sessions will also be recorded and made available on the Co-op YouTube channel. To 
participate via internet, click https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85296659630?
pwd=b0tyZ1VCdmNvM3ZNSGZ3ZlE2UkZpQT09. To join the study via telephone, dial 
(301) 715-8592 and when prompted, enter Meeting ID: 852 9665 9630 and Passcode: 
838260.  
 
 
Thank You! 
Thank you all for your warm wishes, cards, notes, and gifts during the Christmas season. 
We are grateful for each of you, and for the joy and privilege of being your pastors.  
- Pastor Bob and Pastor Kristal 
 

 
 
 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85296659630?pwd=b0tyZ1VCdmNvM3ZNSGZ3ZlE2UkZpQT09
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