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Salem Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Placed on National Register of Historic Places 2010 

Sunday Liturgies 

February 7, 2021 
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 

Isaiah 40:21-31 
Psalm 147:1-11, 20c 

1 Corinthians 9:16-23 
Mark 1:29-39  

 

February 14, 2021 
Transfiguration of Our Lord / 
Last Sunday after Epiphany 

2 Kings 2:1-12 
Psalm 50:1-6 

2 Corinthians 4:3-6 
Mark 9:2-9 

 
 
 
 
  
 

February 21, 2021 
First Sunday in Lent 

Genesis 9:8-17 
Psalm 25:1-10 
1 Peter 3:18-22 

Mark 1:9-15  
 

February 28, 2021 
Second Sunday in Lent  

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 
Psalm 22:23-31 

Romans 4:13-25 
Mark 8:31-38  
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Contact Information: 
Office: 53 Chestnut St 
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Ph: 717-273-3001;     

Email: llcm1483@gmail.com 
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WE EN-
COURAGE YOU TO 
CALL (OR EMAIL!) THE 
CHURCH OFFICE IF…. 
 You or a loved one is in 

need of prayer. 

 You or a family member is 
ill or hospitalized. 

 You have returned home 
from the hospital. 

 You are homebound either 
permanently or temporarily 
and desire communion. 

 There’s a new baby. 

 A family member dies. 

 You have moved, are in  
      college or are in the  
       service. 

 You would like one of the  
       pastors to visit you. 

 You wish to add or remove 
a name from the prayer list. 

 You have an announce-
ment for the bulletin or 
newsletter. 

 

   Help us provide good  
pastoral care by keeping us 

informed.  Thank you!!!  

https://lebanonlutherans.org/congregations/salem/ 

  Salem Office ……….717-272-6151 
Email..salemlebanon119@gmail.com 
 

Pastor Bob........Cell: 717-679-1058  
    Pastor Bob Ierien’s 
  Email……......rbierien@gmail.com 
 

Pastor Kristal...Cell: 717-679-4614 
   Pastor Kristal Smith’s 
  Email….kardsmith@comcast.net 

Here are items we could use  
in the Little Free Pantry: 

 

Mittens, Socks,  
Face Masks, Toilet Paper,  

Paper Towels, 
Tissues, Canned Goods,  
Cereal Bars, Juice Boxes 

Thank you! 

5 For what we preach is not ourselves,  
but Jesus Christ as Lord...6 For God,  
who said, “Let light shine out of dark-
ness,” made his light shine in our 
hearts to give us the light of the 
knowledge of God’s glory displayed in 
the face of Christ.   -2 Cor. 4:5-6 
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From the Pastor’s Desk 

In these conflicted, polarized, angry days, I have been thinking a lot about Karl Barth, one of 

the most influential theologians of the 20th century. Barth played a critical role in helping Chris-

tian  theology make sense of and respond to the wholesale slaughter of the two world wars and 

the threat of global annihilation posed by the Cold War. One of Barth’s central propositions was 

his insistence that the church and the gospel of Jesus Christ cannot, and must not be subverted 

by, or subservient to, any human doctrine of movement. Because of his insight into the ways in 

which Christian theology had been used to justify the world wars, Barth was adamant that the 

church must stand apart from nationalism and political ideology, far enough apart to offer pro-

phetic critique of governments, parties, and movements. 
 

While the separation of church and state is a foundational principle of American democracy,   

far too often Americans of every political persuasion have claimed divine endorsement of their   

position, that their position is not only good and right but also divinely ordained, and that there-

fore those who disagree are not only wrong but evil. In 1860, for instance, preachers in Georgia 

and South Carolina thundered from their pulpits that clearly slavery and white supremacy were          

ordained by God and that to oppose either was a sin and an affront to God, while preachers in   

Massachusetts and Pennsylvania proclaimed that slavery was an abomination in the sight of God 

and a besetting sin which America must repent from. Similar examples can be found in response 

to manifest destiny in the 1870s and 1880s, monetary policy in the 1890s, labor reform and 

workplace safety regulation in the 1900s, questions of neutrality or belligerence in World War I, 

Prohibition in the 1920s, Depression-era populism in the 1930s, the civil rights movements of 

the 1950s and 1960s, and on through to today. In the face of this theological appropriation, Barth 

reminds us that the cross of Christ stands above, and separate from, any political position or ide-

ology, and that a Christian’s first and ultimate allegiance must always be to Christ himself. As 

Pastor Frank Terhune often reminded us during his service with the Co-op, “Jesus is not a Demo-

crat, nor is he a Republican. His party is the Kingdom of God.” As Christians in this troubled era 

of history, we must remember that Christ alone is Lord; furthermore, we must take care that our 

political positions, whatever they may be and however vociferously we hold them, do not lead us 

to violate the commandment to love our neighbor. Every ideology, every political position, every 

allegiance is and must be secondary to and conditioned by the lordship of Jesus Christ.  
 

I’ve also been thinking about Barth’s insistence that the gospel of Jesus Christ matters for all  

aspects of the Christian’s life in this world. Barth was fond of telling his seminary students that 

they should step into the pulpit “with the scriptures in one hand and the newspaper in the other,” 

and that preaching should connect the cross of Christ with the events of the present. Barth had no 

patience for the notion that “theology should be kept in the church,” but instead insisted that as 

Christians we must carry our faith with us into the world, that it should in fact be the lens 

through which we see everything in the world. Too often, I think, we are prone to viewing things 

like politics, history, economics, law, science, medicine, and even pop culture as separate and  

removed from the realm of faith. If we are to find any useful unity in these times, if we are going 

to find any solid ground from which to begin the work of reconciliation and healing, we as 

Christians must ground ourselves first in the death and resurrection of Christ, in both  
Cont’d... 



the accountability and the forgiveness that we find there. We must all repent of the part we 

have played in the divisiveness of the day, accept responsibility for our actions, and seek that 

our trespasses might be forgiven even as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
 

Finally, I’ve been thinking a lot about an interaction Barth is reported to have had with a 

listener while he was on a lecture tour in the United States in the 1960s. Following a lecture, 

time was made available for those in attendance to ask questions, and one audience member is 

reported to have asked Barth if we will see those we love in heaven after we die. Barth’s     

response was, “Not just those you love.” Implied in that statement is that even the people we 

disagree with, even the people we actively and perhaps intensely dislike, are precious in the 

sight of God and beloved of Jesus Christ. As Christians, called to be leaven in the world, it is 

incumbent upon us to model and enact this reality. We may disagree, even vehemently, with 

our neighbors. We may argue passionately for one position or another. But even in the midst 

of those disagreements, we are enjoined and commanded to love one another. We may fight, 

but if we do, we are expected to fight like Christians. We may not all like each other, and 

that’s okay; Jesus never commanded us to like our neighbor. He did, however, command us to 

love our neighbors, and then he gave us the example of what that love looks like as he prayed 

for those who were in the very act of crucifying him. As God’s people in Jesus Christ, we do 

not have the luxury of despising those who disagree with us or of hating those who oppose us. 

For we will indeed see them in heaven after we die, so we may as well get in the habit of   

loving them now. 
 

I will be the first to admit that I sometimes forget these things. I am indeed in bondage to 

sin and cannot free myself. But I believe, down to my very bones, that if there is to be any 

peace, any reconciliation, any pathway forward, we must gently and lovingly remind one    

another of these things, and seek to live them out in communion with one another, even and 

most especially when it’s hard. May we all see the image of God in one another, may we all 

give our ultimate allegiance to Christ, may we all carry our faith into the world, and may our 

Great Physician heal the wounds of our nation and our society, and bind us together again. 
 

       Yours in Christ,   

       Pastor Bob 
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Lebanon Lutheran Cooperative Ministry 

Call-Em-All Provide your name, primary phone number and your preference to receive 

calls, texts, or both.  >>If you have questions or want to be added to the list, please 

contact the Co-op office directly at 717-273-3001, or email  LLCM1483@gmail.com       

You can join us online for Sunday worship! 

Co-op YouTube Address:  watch the pre-recorded worship service each week,  

or watch videos of past services, and all of our other videos by going to: 

 www.youtube.com/LebanonLutherans  
 

Also, here is the link to the Co-op Website:   

https://lebanonlutherans.org/ 
 

Copy & paste a link into your web browser & worship with us! 

If you haven’t been receiving 

weekly emails from Salem—

there’s a reason! 

If your email address needs 

to be added or updated,  

please send an email to: 
 

salemlebanon119@gmail.com 

Urgent Grace: Exploring the Gospel of Mark 

Since the beginning of Advent, we have been in Year B of the Revised Common Lectionary, 

meaning that most of our Gospel readings for the next year will be from the Gospel of Mark. 

To help open up these passages, Pastor Bob will be offering a study of Mark via Zoom on 

Tuesdays at noon, from January 12th through February 16th. The sessions will also be  

recorded and made available on the Co-op YouTube channel.  

      To participate via internet, click:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85296659630?pwd=b0tyZ1VCdmNvM3ZNSGZ3ZlE2UkZpQT09 

      To join the study via telephone, dial (301) 715-8592 and when prompted,  

                  enter Meeting ID: 852 9665 9630 and Passcode: 838260.  

Status of In-Person Worship  Based on the 

continued high risk associated with COVID in 

Lebanon County, the Co-op Board voted on Janu-

ary 25th to extend the suspension of in-person 

worship through Sunday, March 7th.  

(*See Board Meeting Take-Aways on next page!) 
 

Please continue to pray for medical professionals 

working to bring the pandemic under control, for 

people struggling to recover from the virus, and 

for families grieving the death of loved ones to 

this disease. 
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Lenten Activities 

 If anyone would like more information on the finances of the Co-op,  

please contact Ed Killian at 717-821-5053 or the Co-op Office at 717-273-3001. 

 Because of the uncertain position of Hill within the Co-op, the board has opted 
not to pursue a seminary intern at this time. The budget will be adjusted accordingly. 

 Due to continued difficulties with sound on the worship live streams, we will be 
pre-recording services until further notice while the tech volunteers work on resolv-
ing the sound issues. 

 The move to pre-recording services and the availability of Wi-Fi in the sanctuary 
at Hill make it possible for worship services to be recorded/live streamed from there. 
Accordingly, we will move to a rotation between all three sanctuaries effective       
Sunday, January 31st. 

 Because of the continuing high rates of COVID transmission in Lebanon County, 
online-only worship has been extended through March 7th 

 Next board meeting February 22nd at 6:30 pm via Zoom 

Ash Wednesday 
The Ash Wednesday service will take place online February 17 at 7:00 pm. Out of respect for 
COVID protocol, the pastors will not offer in-person imposition of ashes but you may pick up a 
small vial of ashes from the Co-op office for use during the Ash Wednesday service. 
 

Lent Madness 
You’ve heard of NCAA basketball’s March Madness? Well, get ready for Lent Madness! It’s a fun 
way to learn about the saints of the church during 
the 40 days of Lent. Each day we will learn about 2 
saints and pick our favorite. This head-to-head com-
petition culminates in one saint being crowned with 
the Golden Halo on the Wednesday of Holy Week. 
Intrigued? Great! Daily information about a pair of 
saints will be sent via email and FaceBook post on 
the Co-op page. You will then be able to vote in a 
poll on the FaceBook page and DO NOT NEED a    
FaceBook account to vote or see the results. For 
more information, go to lentmadness.org. Feel free 
to contact one of the pastors with your ideas to 
make this fun for everyone. Go saints! 
 

Lenten Midweek Services 
We will continue the tradition of Wednesday services during Lent but they will be online to allow 
for more participation. The simple service of Compline will begin at 7:00 pm with the intent of 
providing space for contemplation and adoration during this season of preparation. 

http://lentmadness.org
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-OR- 
You may drop it off in 
the mail slot beside  

the 8th Street  

Parish Bldg. entrance.  

It is safe and secure. 

Mail it in if you prefer.  

If you would prefer to make your  

offering electronically, scan the QR code –-> 

with your smartphone or go to 

 lebanonlutherans.org/give  and click 'Salem'.  

Thank you for your generous support of our ministry! 

Happy Birthday wishes  to  those 80  years  & better !  

OFFERINGS 

Lot Paving Donations We ask you to please consider making a financial donation to help offset the 

costs of the repaving of the parking lots—There are no wrong amounts of money to contribute. 

Feb 7    Wayne Miller 1149 Hunters Chase Ln Lebanon 17046 

Feb 17    Peggy Rickert 234 E. Locust Street Lebanon 17042 

Feb 19    Anne Smith 202 S. Second Street Lebanon 17042 

Feb 23    John Witman Box 1008, 49 Oak Ln. Quentin 17083 

Feb 26    George Conn 1409 Cornwall Rd Lebanon 17042 

Feb 28    Betty Blouch 747 S. 3rd Ave. Lebanon 17042 

 

Mar 1 Nancy Poust          Cornwall Mnr Health Ctr PO Box 125 Rm 120R   Cornwall     17016 

Mar 2        Lucille Scheib Spang Crest 945 Duke St Rm 214      Lebanon     17042 

Mar 17      Marian Heffner 70 Kindred Place         Annville     17003 

Mar 19 Anthony Volpe 41 Rosemont Drive      Myerstown     17067 

Mar 31      Darlene Engle 110 Woodlawn Avenue      Palmyra     17078 

FINANCES AT A GLANCE December 2020 

Current Envelopes  $       21,946.25  

  

Other Income*  $         6,784.77  

  

Benevolence Income  $         1,665.00  

  

Total Income  $       30,396.02  

  

Expenditures  $       52,541.96  

  

Surplus (Deficit)  $     (22,145.94) 

  

*Includes dividends and interest,  

memorials, parking rent, facility  

rent, and miscellaneous income  

 
Jan 28 Council Meeting Take-Aways 

1.  Election of officers:  

       Financial Secretary - Nancy Ruoss 

       Treasurer - Crystal Nace 

       Secretary - Tina Zellers 

       Vice President - Bev Kauffman 

       President - Linda Ebling 

2. Date for Knoebels’ Picnic set for Aug. 7 

3. Enid Medero was approved for tempo-

rary employment to cover Joanne Hayes’ 

requested medical leave for March 8th 

surgery and recuperation. 

 

 Respectfully submitted, Linda Ebling 

http://lebanonlutherans.org/give
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The Little Free Library would 

like to thank everyone for their  

recent donations.  Keep them 

coming!  The books come and 

go quickly! It’s difficult to keep 

the library stocked!  All dona-

tions are welcomed and  

appreciated.  Thank you! 

College Students & Families—Heads Up: 

Please update the church office with your  

current mailing address by Feb 7th.   

            Call the office 717-272-6151 -or-  

Email us at salemlebanon119@gmail.com  

Thank you! -Women of Salem 

Bulletin Board  

Scout Sunday Feb 7th !  

2021 FREE NOON MEAL at LCCM 
dates for Salem to prepare the  

meals ‘to go’ are: 
February  17   April  21 
June  16   August  18 

October  20    December  8 
As in most of 2020, these meals 

will be prepared at LCCM  
as take out. The meals are not 

eaten inside. 
Mark your calendar and 

let us know you can help! 

Thank you to all of the members 

of Salem Lutheran Church for 

continuing to support the Little 

Free Pantry. It is very gratifying 

to see how many members have 

been contributing to the Little 

Free Pantry, even though we are 

not together in worship.  

 -Shirley McGowan    

8TH Street Doors 

Before———> 

<———After 

Holly and ... an Azalea (blooming in the beginning of January!) 
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ARCHIVES CORNER 

In January, 2021, we told you about a memorial window in Muhlenberg College’s Chapel in 

memory of  Rev. Dr. Theodore E. Schmauk, who served Salem from 1883 to the time of his death 

in 1920. 
 

Now, we would like to share with you ten reasons why you would want to know…. 
 

Who was Theodore Emanuel Schmauk? 
 

1. Theodore’s father accepted a call to be Salem’s minister in 1864.  Theodore was an active four 

year old with an inquiring mind when he arrived at Salem. 

2. When Theodore’s parents would visit church members in the county, he would play with their 

children.  Eventually, he had the children organized into a church service with songs, scripture, 

and a message delivered by Theodore. 

3. Theodore was educated up to the eighth grade in the Lebanon City school system and then 

attended the  Swatara Collegiate Institute in Jonestown, a boarding school for boys, which fo-

cused on educating in languages, the arts and the sciences.  At the age of 16, he was accepted at 

the University of Pennsylvania.  He entered the Philadelphia Seminary when he was 20 years old. 

4. Theodore, at nine years old, and his sister, Theresa, at seven years old, survived scarlet fever.  

Their parents, Benjamin and Wilhelmina, turned the parsonage backyard into “Schmauk’s play-

ground” with a carpentry shop, a fountain, and play area. 

5. Theodore was confirmed at Salem in 1875. 

6. Illness struck again in 1882 when Theodore was in seminary.  This time it was typhoid malaria. 

7. When Theodore graduated from seminary in 1883, he and his father evaluated all his oppor-

tunities for a pastorate.  His father received a call to return to Salem and asked his son to join 

him as an associate pastor for the youth.  Theodore realized he had not fully recovered from ty-

phoid fever.  Together they could serve a parish and a town where they knew the congregation, 

the citizens, and the town.  Imagine how excited Theodore’s peers—also twenty-three years old—

were to see a classmate, a former church member, and a playmate return to be their associate 

pastor. 

8. Rev. Schmauk was a frequent speaker at graduations and local events and organizations.  He 

was one of the organizers of the Pennsylvania Chautauqua in 1892, of the Pennsylvania German 

Society in 1891, and of the Lebanon County Historical Society in 1898. 

9.  Rev. Schmauk wrote many books.  This is a small sampling of his works:  

  History of Old Salem in Lebanon (1898) 

  The Early Churches of the Lebanon Valley (1902) 

  The Voice in Speech and Song (1891) 

  The Church Organ (1888-1896) 

10. Rev. Schmauk also served the Lutheran Church on the national level. A few of the  

positions he held were: 

  Trustee at Muhlenberg College in Allentown, PA (1898-1920) 

  Professor at the Philadelphia Lutheran Seminary, serving as president of the  

   Board of Directors (1908-1920) 

  Editor of the Lutheran Graded Series and Commentary (1896 to 1920) 
 

     Rev. Theodore Emanuel Schmauk collapsed after Sunday morning services on February 29, 

1920. He was advised to rest his body and mind.  He died March 23, 1920, after serving Salem for 

37 years.   

     Fellow clergy and friends remembered Rev. Schmauk’s motto: “Never do things by halves” or 

as the older Lebanon County residents would say, “Never do things half fast”.  Salem’s members 

of Tom Brokaw’s “The Greatest Generation” would also say this phrase. 
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Thank you all for your warm wishes, cards, notes, 
and gifts during the Christmas season. We are 
grateful for each of you, and for the joy and  
privilege of being your pastors.  
 -Pastor Bob and Pastor Kristal 

I would like to say “Thanks” to Salem for the 
poinsettia plant that I have gotten from you. 
It is beautiful. I have never seen one like it! 
And I want to thank Kathy Monroig for deliv-
ering it. God bless you all! 
       -Harold Deitzler 

To the Salem Family, thank you for 
your kind words and prayers.  
Remembering Tom and me during 
the loss of my mother, Gerry Bohr.  
Bless you,  
      -The Padiliones 

   I want to thank all those from Salem who 
sent me cards of sympathy on the recent death of 
my husband. Kent was not sick. This was truly 
shocking.—No way to say goodbye. He went to bed 
and was not responsive in the morning. I find com-
fort in knowing he did not suffer. 
   I appreciate that you reached out to me at this 
difficult time. 
  -Kathy Long Clifford 

Salem, I wish to thank every-

one for my beautiful poinsettia. 

I always think it is Christmas 

when you get one and they last 

a long time. Thank you to  

Linda Brandt who delivered it! 

Thanks again. 

 -Betty Kessler 

Dear members of Salem, 
  Many thanks for the beautiful 
poinsettia plant and delivery by 
Marilyn Hollis. It helps to 
brighten the Christmas season 
during these troubled times. 
  A very Merry Christmas and a 
healthy, Happy New Year! 
    -Peggy Rickert 

   We are grateful for the Salem members who  
generously donated water to the library over the 
past six months. There are many ways in which the 
library serves the community, and one of those is as 
simple as a place to rest and get a drink of water. 
With our water fountain unavailable due to the 
pandemic, the donation of water bottles is very 
much appreciated by our patrons. 
   While much less than usual, we are still seeing an 
average of 200 people in the library each day, and 
borrowing almost as many books as before the 
pandemic, many borrowing e-books. We’re grate-
ful to be able to serve the community in this way 
while doing our best to keep everyone healthy. 
   Thank you for helping us to do that! 
 -Michelle Hawk,  
 Lebanon Community Library Director 

 An upfront THANK YOU for the behind the 

scenes work on our Christmas Decorations 
Those two trees on the sides of the altar 
 put up by two svelte guys who didn't falter. 
The lights were so well spaced 
 add-ins couldn't be traced. 
This father son duo is quite a team. 
Take down they did too, what a dream. 
Please thank Greg and Cameron Weaver! 
 

They weren't alone though. 
The wreaths on the pipes, 
 last year what a pain to pull, not a glide. 
Ed to the rescue, pulleys  fixed now slide! 
Cord lowered, star attached and raised 
 are two more reasons he deserves praise. 
Please thank Ed McGowan! 
 

But let's not forget the wreath for Advent 
 placed at the start. 
Or the Christmas Eve candelabras that are 
 an integral part. 
Please thank Debbie Gates! 
 

Please thank all the people of worship and  
 music technicians, too, 
 who kept our Christmas season  
 together like glue. 
 In person worship may not have been. 
 But the Christmas spirit here wasn't thin. 
This wasn't supposed to happen this way. 
For a better New Year, let us pray. 
  -Linda Ebling 

Thank you to our church family for 

the prayers and comforting sympa-

thy cards that were provided to our 

family during our time of grief with 

the unexpected loss of my mother. 

We definitely appreciate all of your 

support.  

  -Andrea, Dan,      

Tyler, Drew, Josh, & Sarah Speraw  
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FEBRUARY 2021 NEWSLETTER 

The mission of Salem Evangelical Lutheran church is to go, lis-

ten, serve, and LOVE all people as disciples of Jesus Christ.  
 

The Church Staff:                                           

The Rev. Robert Ierien, The Rev. Kristal Smith, Pastors 

Mark S. Dimick, Cantor;  Louise Pouss, Junior & Bell Choir Director    

Crystal Nace, Treasurer;  Nancy Ruoss, Asst. Treas./Financial Secretary 

Joanne Hayes, Housekeeper;  Mary Lynne Mulligan, Church Secretary 
 

The Congregation Council:                                             

Laurie Bomgardner; Scott DeLong; Nichole Dubbs;  

Linda Ebling; Bev Kauffman; Louise Pouss; Jordan Troup;  

John Sheaf; April Sherk; Tina Zellers 
 

Salem’s Board Reps. to the Lebanon Lutheran Cooperative Ministry: 

Debra Gates & Crystal Nace 

The ‘many...one body in Christ, and members one of another’  Rom 12:5 
who carry out God’s work in many un-sung ways:   

All of you!! 

2021 

  NEWSLETTER 

He gives power to the faint, and 
strengthens the powerless. Even 

youths will faint and be weary, 
and the young will fall exhausted; 
but those who wait for the Lord 

shall renew their strength,  
they shall mount up with  

wings like eagles,  
they shall run and not be weary, 

they shall walk and not faint.  
-Isaiah 40:29-31 


