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Salem Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Placed on National Register of Historic Places 2010 

Sunday Liturgies 

March 7, 2021 
Third Sunday in Lent 

Exodus 20:1-17 
Psalm 19 

1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
John 2:13-22 

 
March 14, 2021 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 
Numbers 21:4-9 

Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 
Ephesians 2:1-10 

John 3:14-21 

 
March 21, 2021 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Jeremiah 31:31-34 

Psalm 51:1-12 
Create in me a clean heart,  

O God. (Ps. 51:10) 

Psalm 119:9-16 (alt.) 
Hebrews 5:5-10 
John 12:20-33 

 
March 28, 2021 
Palm Sunday 

Procession with Palms 
Mark 11:1-11 

John 12:12-16 (alt.) 
Readings and Psalm 

Isaiah 50:4-9a 
Psalm 31:9-16 

Philippians 2:5-11 
Mark 14:1--15:47 

Mark 15:1-39 [40-47]  (alt.) 
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WE EN-
COURAGE YOU TO 
CALL (OR EMAIL!) THE 
CHURCH OFFICE IF…. 
 You or a loved one is in 

need of prayer. 

 You or a family member is 
ill or hospitalized. 

 You have returned home 
from the hospital. 

 You are homebound either 
permanently or temporarily 
and desire communion. 

 There’s a new baby. 

 A family member dies. 

 You have moved, are in  
      college or are in the  
       service. 

 You would like one of the  
       pastors to visit you. 

 You wish to add or remove 
a name from the prayer list. 

 You have an announce-
ment for the bulletin or 
newsletter. 

 

   Help us provide good  
pastoral care by keeping us 

informed.  Thank you!!!  

https://lebanonlutherans.org/congregations/salem/ 

  Salem Office ……….717-272-6151 
Email..salemlebanon119@gmail.com 
 

Pastor Bob........Cell: 717-679-1058  
    Pastor Bob Ierien’s 
  Email……......rbierien@gmail.com 
 

Pastor Kristal...Cell: 717-679-4614 
   Pastor Kristal Smith’s 
  Email….kardsmith@comcast.net 

Here are items we could use  
in the Little Free Pantry: 

 

Mittens, Socks,  
Face Masks, Toilet Paper,  

Paper Towels, 
Tissues, Canned Goods,  
Cereal Bars, Juice Boxes 

Thank you! 
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From the Pastor’s Desk 

Dear friends in Christ, 
I want to take a moment to update you on some developments regarding worship in our congregations 

and on plans and policies for the immediate future. 
As of the date of this writing, pandemic conditions in Lebanon County have improved significantly 

compared to late November of last year when the decision was made to suspend in-person worship ser-
vices and other activities. Based on that improvement and with input from the COVID Task Force, the 
Co-op board voted on February 22nd to resume in-person worship on Sunday, March 14th, with precau-
tions similar to those that were in effect in late summer and fall of last year. Worshipers will be required 
to wear masks and to maintain six feet of separation between family groups. Communion will be distrib-
uted in ways that minimize the possibility of contagion. Worshipers will be encouraged to take their bul-
letins home with them for disposal in order to protect our custodial workers. We have reached out to 
state and local authorities for guidance on the safety of congregational singing; until we are told it is safe 
to resume, we will continue to abstain from congregational singing. Seating will be restricted to 25% of 
the stated capacity of the sanctuary (93 at Salem, 40 at Hill, and 60 at Saint James); if the trends within 
the county continue to improve, we hope to relax that restriction to 50% of the stated capacity in time for 
Easter. There is one significant change to the precautions from last fall: reservations will no longer 
be required, but worshipers will be required to sign in at worship each week with current contact 
information. Like the earlier reservation requirement, this precaution is in place to facilitate contact trac-
ing if someone who has attended worship should subsequently fall ill. 

The other update I wanted to give you concerns worship scheduling. Since the departure of Vicar Jo-
nah, we are in the position of having one pastoral leader available to cover three services on Sunday 
morning. (As a reminder, while Pastor Kristal has graciously agreed to fill in for us on Sunday mornings 
occasionally, this is not part of her job description.) For the short term, we will manage Sunday morning 
coverage as we did last fall: on the 1st and 3rd Sunday, the 9 am service will be at Salem, on the 2nd and 
4th it will be at Saint James, and the 10:30 service every week will be at Hill. Of course, as always, you 
are welcome to attend the worship service of your choice, regardless of time or location. Let me empha-
size that this is not a permanent solution to Sunday worship scheduling, and another arrangement will be 
developed. However, in the short term, this seems to be the approach that best meets the needs of our 
congregations with the least amount of confusion. As we have said before, at a minimum, the 9 am ser-
vice each week will be live streamed at www.youtube.com/lebanonlutherans, and the recordings will 
continue to be archived there as well. 

Finally, I would like to explain the plans for Holy Week and Easter, and the rationale behind them. 
The Maundy Thursday service will be held at 7 pm on Thursday, April 1st at Salem. The Good Friday 
service will be held at 7 pm on Friday, April 2nd at Hill. Both of these services will be live streamed. 
Easter morning, there will be a 7 am sunrise service at Salem, a 9 am service at Hill, and an 11 am ser-
vice at Saint James. Each congregation’s time slot was chosen by a board member from that congrega-
tion; by random selection, Hill chose first, Salem chose second, and Saint James chose third. At a mini-
mum, the 11 am service will be live streamed and archived; the other services will be live streamed if 
possible. 

In closing, I would like to say that the board and the pastoral staff recognize that these changes to 
worship can feel burdensome and foreign. However, we have made every effort to explain them every 
step of the way, and I want to emphasize that every decision that has been made with respect to worship 
has been made with extreme care and caution, taking into account the situation of each congregation, and 
prioritizing the health and safety of our members at every turn. As always, if you have questions about 
these or any other matters, or if you have suggestions for how things can be improved, I urge you to con-
tact me, Pastor Kristal, your congregation council, or either of your congregation’s representatives to the 
Co-op board. Finally, I hope you will take a moment in the next few weeks to contact your board repre-
sentatives and your congregations representatives on the COVID task force and thank them for the hard 
and thoughtful work they have put in to keep our members safe over the past year. We owe them a debt 
of gratitude for their good and faithful service. 

        Yours in Christ, 
        Pastor Bob 

http://www.youtube.com/lebanonlutherans


Lebanon Lutheran Cooperative Ministry 

Call-Em-All Provide your name, primary phone number and your preference to receive 

calls, texts, or both.  >>If you have questions or want to be added to the list, please 

contact the Co-op office directly at 717-273-3001, or email  LLCM1483@gmail.com       

You can always watch Sunday worship online! 

Co-op YouTube Address:  watch the worship service each week,  

or watch videos of past services, and all of our other videos by going to: 

 www.youtube.com/LebanonLutherans  
 

Also, here is the link to the Co-op Website:   

https://lebanonlutherans.org/buildfaith/  
Copy & paste a link into your web browser & worship with us! 

In-Person Worship  On Feb 22nd the Co-op board voted  

to resume in-person worship on Sunday, March 14th,  

with the same precautions that were in place last summer, namely: 

   *  Masks will be required *  No singing 
   * Appropriate social distancing (at least six feet of space between 
     family groups) 
   * Capacity at each church limited to 25% of the seating capacity  
     of the sanctuary 
 

No sign-ups are required; however, worshipers will be asked to sign in with  

contact information so that contact tracing can be done, if necessary.  
 

The worship schedule of the Co-op will be as follows:  
1st and 3rd Sunday of each month, 9 am at Salem 

2nd and 4th Sunday of each month, 9 am at Saint James 
Every Sunday, 10:30 service at Hill  

The 9 am service will continue be livestreamed online every Sunday,  
regardless of location. 

If you haven’t been 

receiving weekly 

emails from Salem—

there’s a reason! 

If your email address 

needs to be  

added or updated,  

please send  

an email to: 
 

Salemlebanon119 

@gmail.com 
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Connected Community 

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SUNDAY  
Maundy Thursday Service April 1, 2021 7:00pm at Salem 

*Livestream will be available for viewing at home.  
 

Good Friday Service April 2, 2021 7:00pm at Hill  
*Livestream will be available for viewing at home.  

 

Easter Sunday Services April 4, 2021  
7:00 am at Salem  

9:00 am at Hill  
11:00 am at Saint James  

mailto:LLCM1483@gmail.com
http://www.youtube.com/LebanonLutherans
https://lebanonlutherans.org/buildfaith/
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1.     In-person worship to resume on 3/14 with appropriate precautions. (See schedule 

on previous page) 

2.     Easter Sunday services will be at 7 am (Salem), 9 am (Hill), and 11 am (Saint 

James). 

3.     The Maundy Thursday service (Apr 1) will be streamed from Salem.     The Good 

Friday service (Apr 2) will be streamed from Hill. (Both at 7 pm.) Easter Sunday (Apr 

4) will be streamed from Saint James. 

4.     The youth ministry coordinator position will be advertised via the synod youth 

ministry network, the LVC chaplain, and area congregations. Interviews will begin as 

soon as candidates are identified. 

5.     $5000 will be refunded to each of the congregations from surplus program funds. 

6. The officers of the Co-Op board for 2021 are: Chairperson Debra Gates (Salem), Vice 

Chair Ann Pinca (Saint James), Secretary Nancy Smith (Saint James). Ed Killian's 

term as treasurer does not expire until 2022 and he will continue in that office. 

 

Lent Madness 
You’ve heard of NCAA basketball’s March Madness? Well, get ready for Lent Madness! It’s a fun 
way to learn about the saints of the church during the 40 days of Lent. Each day we will learn about 
2 saints and pick our favorite. This head-to-head competition culminates in one saint being 
crowned with the Golden Halo on the Wednesday of Holy Week. Intrigued? Great! Daily infor-
mation about a pair of saints will be sent via email and FaceBook post on the Co-op page. You will 
then be able to vote in a poll on the FaceBook page and 
DO NOT NEED a FaceBook account to vote or see the re-
sults. For more information, go to lentmadness.org. Feel 
free to contact one of the pastors with your ideas to 
make this fun for everyone. Go saints! 
 

Lenten Midweek Services 
We will continue the tradition of Wednesday services 
during Lent but they will be online to allow for more par-
ticipation. The simple service of Compline will begin at 
7:00 pm with the intent of providing space for contem-
plation and adoration during this season of preparation. 

Lenten Activities 

Feb 25 Council Meeting Take-Aways 

1. We will continue to hold Council meetings via Zoom. 
 

2. We are looking at replacing worship ’sign-up’ with a ‘sign-in’ when attending in-

person worship.    (the list will help us to know who was in worship on a given day so 

that if someone is later diagnosed with COVID, it will simplify reaching out to let people 

know they may have been exposed.)  
 

3. The doors on the chapel are finished. The broken bathroom pipe in old Salem  

has been fixed. Thank you, Greg Weaver, for your donated time! 
   

       Respectfully submitted, Linda Ebling 

http://lentmadness.org
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The Little Free Library 

would like to thank  

everyone for their  

recent donations.  Keep 

them coming!  The books 

come and go quickly! It’s 

difficult to keep the li-

brary stocked!  All dona-

tions are welcomed and  

appreciated.  Thank you! 

Birthdays and Finance 

-OR- 
You may drop it off in 
the mail slot beside  

the 8th Street  

Parish Bldg. entrance.  

It is safe and secure. 

Mail it in if you prefer.  

If you would prefer to make your  

offering electronically, scan the QR code –-> 

with your smartphone or go to 

 lebanonlutherans.org/give  and click 'Salem'.  

Thank you for your generous support of our ministry! 

Happy Birthday wishes  to  those  80  years  & better !  

OFFERINGS 

Lot Paving Donations We ask you to please consider making a financial donation to help offset the 

costs of the repaving of the parking lots—There are no wrong amounts of money to contribute. 

Mar 1 Nancy Poust          Cornwall Mnr Health Ctr PO Box 125 Rm 120R   Cornwall     17016 

Mar 2        Lucille Scheib Spang Crest 945 Duke St Rm 214      Lebanon     17042 

Mar 17      Marian Heffner 70 Kindred Place         Annville     17003 

Mar 19 Anthony Volpe 41 Rosemont Drive      Myerstown     17067 

Mar 31      Darlene Engle 110 Woodlawn Avenue      Palmyra     17078 

FINANCES AT A GLANCE January 2021 

Current Envelopes  

  

Other Income*  

  

Benevolence Income  

  

Total Income  

  

Expenditures  

  

Surplus (Deficit)  
  

*Includes dividends and interest,  

memorials, parking rent, facility  

rent, and miscellaneous income  

 

Apr 14    Edward Keener 109 Cedar St. Lebanon PA 17042 

Apr 18    Harold Deitzler 440 E. Lincoln Ave Poplar Run 221 Myerstown PA 17067 

March 14 

2021 FREE NOON MEAL at LCCM 
dates for Salem to prepare the meals ‘to go’ are: 
Apr  21-  Jun  16-   Aug  18-   Oct  20-  Dec  8- 

These meals will be prepared at LCCM as take 
out. The meals are not eaten inside.  

Mark your calendar! 

 $         6,100.95  

 

 $       63,129.76  

 

 $            390.00  

 

 $       69,620.71  

 

 $       74,982.80  

 

 $       (5,362.09) 

SAVE THE DATE!! 

Knoebels Picnic 

August 7th! 

3/28 

http://lebanonlutherans.org/give
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The Lebanon Valley Volunteers of Medicine has donated a large shipment of masks to the Little 

Free Pantries at Salem and St. James. This donation helps our neighbors to stop the spread of 

COVID-19 by giving them access to masks to wear when they go to businesses or go to appoint-

ments.   Lebanon Valley Volunteers of Medicine were happy to make this donation in gratitude 

for the money they receive from  

Salem’s Endowment Fund.       -Shirley McGowan 

Salem Salutations 

To the Women of Salem: 

     Thank you for your gift of comfort to 

our families. The pillows were a perfect gift!  

We appreciate your support and encourage-

ment of Agape.    

   Blessings, 

 -Cynthia Smith, Agape Shelter Director 

     Thank you, Salem, for your faithful support and 

your recent gift of $3,000 to benevolent care at 

Spang Crest. Your church is such a great blessing for 

residents when they need it most! In service, 

  -Ryan Fisher, Director of Philanthropy  

Dear Women of Salem, thank you very much for 

thinking of me on Valentine’s Day and sending me a 

care package! It was a really nice surprise, and I am 

looking forward to enjoying all of the baked goods 

and treats that were inside. I appreciate all of your 

hard work that went into making the package and 

baked goods, and am grateful that you were able to 

send me one! 

   Sincerely, Sydney Engle 

    Kudos to all who worked on Salem’s 
Christmas Services! Salem looked like a 
“grand old lady” (on my computer) - really 
beautifully done!  Music, messages, services 
left me with a “home-sick feeling”!  
    Thanks so much to pastors, staff and  
volunteers. Can we begin the count-down to 
Spring?         “Hello” and “Thanks” to all! 
   -Lila Lebo 

Hey Salem Lutheran Church, 

     Thank you so much for the goody 

box on Valentines Day! I really appreci-

ated it! It made my day! 

  -Chris Kosmela  

 Grandson of Marilyn Hollis 

Congratulations to Emily Miller who recently earned a Masters in Education from Universidad de Ana G. 
Méndez in Puerto Rico with a concentration in Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages 
(TESOL). Along with this, she earned a separate state certification for TESOL from Penn State University. 

Dear Women of Salem, thank you for the tasty 

treats. It was kind of you to think of me. Happy 

valentine's day!  

   -Glenn Miller, Mary Miller’s 

     grandson 

Dear Women of Salem, I am writing to 
say thank you so much for taking the 
time and energy to make & send the 
goody box. It is always a good treat  to 
receive with the tasty treats inside. 
Thank you for putting a smile on my face 
and good in my belly! 
 -Kiara Keisch, Barbara Engle’s 
   granddaughter 
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ARCHIVES CORNER 

You never know what you may find in your mailbox! 

     A ninety-two year old gentlemen who lives in Stockton, California found this 

circa 1925 post card in an antique shop.  He said to himself, “By golly, I think I’ll 

send it home where it can be appreciated.”  He calls his hobby “a Redistribution of 

Happiness.”  He mentioned that he paid $6.00 for the postcard.  You never know 

where Salem’s history will pop up! 
 

     Upon Googling this gentleman, we discovered he has been sending vintage  

postcards all across the country for nearly thirty years.  He combs antique shops 

and online sites for the postcards, researches the place depicted on the card, and 

then sends it to them.  Sometimes, he gets replies.  About fifteen years ago he sent 

a card to the president of Nabisco.  Nabisco sent back a huge container containing 

every product the company makes!  Before retirement, he ran an insurance compa-

ny in Minnesota.  He is also a stamp collector.  Stamps are sometimes affixed to 

postcards, and that is how 

his unique hobby evolved.  
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MARCH 2021 NEWSLETTER 

The mission of Salem Evangelical Lutheran church is to go, lis-

ten, serve, and LOVE all people as disciples of Jesus Christ.  
 

The Church Staff:                                           

The Rev. Robert Ierien, The Rev. Kristal Smith, Pastors 

Mark S. Dimick, Cantor;  Louise Pouss, Junior & Bell Choir Director    

Crystal Nace, Treasurer;  Nancy Ruoss, Asst. Treas./Financial Secretary 

Joanne Hayes, Housekeeper;  Mary Lynne Mulligan, Church Secretary 
 

The Congregation Council:                                             

Laurie Bomgardner; Scott DeLong; Nichole Dubbs;  

Linda Ebling; Bev Kauffman; Louise Pouss; Jordan Troup;  

John Sheaf; April Sherk; Tina Zellers 
 

Salem’s Board Reps. to the Lebanon Lutheran Cooperative Ministry: 

Debra Gates & Linda Ebling 

The ‘many...one body in Christ, and members one of another’  Rom 12:5 
who carry out God’s work in many un-sung ways:   

All of you!! 

2021 

  NEWSLETTER 

March 

For it is by grace  
you have been saved,  
through faith—and this  
is not from yourselves,  
it is the gift of God—  
not by works, so that  
no one can boast.  
For we are God’s handi-
work, created in Christ 
Jesus to do good 
works, which God  
prepared in advance  
for us to do.   
 -Ephesians 2:8-10 


