Lebanon Lutheran Cooperative Ministry
Hill Lutheran Church - Salem Lutheran Church - St. James Lutheran Church

SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

Baptism of
Our Lord
January 9, 2022

Intentional Interim: Rev Katrina Holland
Visitation Pastor: Rev. Kristal Smith
lebanonlutherans.org

Welcome to worship with Lebanon Lutheran Cooperative Ministry
www.lebanonlutherans.org
Hill Lutheran Church
998 N. Mill Street
Lebanon, PA 17046
Worship 10:30 am

Our Congregations
St. James Lutheran Church
53 Chestnut Street
Lebanon, PA 17042
Worship 9:00 am

Salem Lutheran Church
119 N. 8th Street
Lebanon, PA 17046
Worship 9:00 am

Our purpose:
to share resources and opportunities for mission and ministry, to grow disciples of Jesus Christ, to
discern a shared vision for God’s mission in the Lebanon area, and to share the good news of
God’s love in Jesus Christ with our community and with the world.
Our priorities:
Spiritual Renewal – growing deeper in a loving relationship with Jesus Christ
Faith Formation – growing in our understanding of faith and the world
Evangelical Outreach – sharing the good news of God’s love with those around us

Important Worship Notes
A reminder of our current public health and safety guidelines for our In-Person
Worship Services and Activities, per the COVID Task Force:



Masks are required at all times, while indoors. At any point throughout the week, if you
are in the building, you must be masked.



Appropriate social distancing (at least 6 feet of space between family groups)



Singing is welcomed, please be sure to wear a mask.



Signing In - All who attend worship are asked to sign in each time with their name
and complete contact information.



If you have been diagnosed with COVID and attended worship or an in-person activity,
please contact the Co-op office at 717-273-3001 so we can take necessary measures.
Thank you.
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SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION
+ Baptism of Our Lord +
January 9, 2022
PRELUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS
* THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
P
C

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P

As we remember today the baptism of Jesus at the hands of John, let us call
to mind the promises that God made to us at the time of our own baptism.
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the
waters, and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which
you took delight.
Blessed be God now and forever.

C
P

C
P

C
P
C

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through
the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river
your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water
and your Word you claim us as your children, making us heirs of your promise
and servants of all.
Blessed be God now and forever.
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise
you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and
renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.
Blessed be God now and forever.
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
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*OPENING HYMN - When Jesus Came to Jordan

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-730797. All rights reserved.

* GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
* PRAYER OF THE DAY
P
Let us pray. Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit
and revealed him as your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water and the
Spirit faithful in your service, that we may rejoice to be called children of God,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C
Amen.
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FIRST READING

Isaiah 43:1-7

Near the end of Israel’s exile in Babylon, God promises to bring the people home. They need no
longer be afraid, because the one who formed, created, and called them by name now redeems
them from all their enemies. God declares them precious and honored, and God loves them.
1

But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you,
O Israel: Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;
I have called you by name, you are mine.
2
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers,
they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,
and the flame shall not consume you.
3
For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.
I give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you.
4
Because you are precious in my sight, and honored, and I love you,
I give people in return for you, nations in exchange for your life.
5
Do not fear, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the east,
and from the west I will gather you;
6
I will say to the north, “Give them up,” and to the south, “Do not withhold;
bring my sons from far away and my daughters from the end of the earth—
7
everyone who is called by my name,
whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.”
The word of the Lord.

C

Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING

Acts 8:14-17

Peter and John are sent to support the new Christians in Samaria, a group that was recently
baptized after hearing the good news of Christ through the preaching of Philip. Here the
Samaritans receive the gift of the Holy Spirit in the laying on of hands.
14

Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of
God, they sent Peter and John to them. 15The two went down and prayed for them that
they might receive the Holy Spirit 16(for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of
them; they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). 17Then Peter and
John laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.
The word of the Lord.

C

Thanks be to God.
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* GOSPEL

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

The reading opens with questions about the identity of the Messiah. John the Baptist insists that
he is not the Messiah; instead he points ahead to one who is coming. And whether the voice of
God was heard by all or only by Jesus, God settles the matter: Jesus is God’s beloved Son.

P

The holy Gospel according to St. Luke.

C

Glory to you, O Lord.

15

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all of them by
saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am
not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit
and fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather
the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”
21
Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized
and was praying, the heaven was opened, 22and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in
bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved;
with you I am well pleased.”
P

This is the Gospel of our Lord.

C

SERMON

Praise to you, O Christ.
Pr. Katrina Holland

* HYMN - This Is the Spirit's Entry Now
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* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A

The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to
pray for the church, the world, and all that God has made.

A brief silence.
A

C
A

C
A

C

By the Holy Spirit, you gather your church and send it out in mission to share
the good news of Jesus. Inspire your faithful people to be fervent in prayer and
service, that all people know they are precious in God’s sight. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
You reveal your love and power through water and the Spirit. Guard rivers,
seas, and all bodies of water from destruction and pollution. Secure access to
clean water for all, and protect the land from drought and flood. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Establish among the nations the blessings of peace. Raise up leaders who will
protect vulnerable people in their care. Strengthen advocates who risk
reputation or retaliation for the sake of mercy and justice. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
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A

C
A

C

You protect us through the fires and troubled waters of this life. Assure us that
we will not be cut off from you by illness or despair, anxiety or pain, confusion
or weakness. Comfort all who are in need (especially). God of grace,
hear our prayer.
We are joined in baptism to Christ and to one another. Bless those who are
newly baptized and those who are preparing for baptism. Help us to be faithful
in fellowship, worship, evangelism, service, and justice-seeking. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
A

C
A
C

You created each of your saints for your glory. We give thanks for those you
have called by name into your eternal embrace (especially). Comfort us in grief
and release us from fear. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of
our prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

OFFERING
There are a number of ways of making your offerings to God during this time. One is to give
online at www.lebanonlutherans.org/give . If you prefer not to give online, you may of course
mail a check to your congregation. If you are not able to give monetarily during this time, know
that your prayers and praise are a pleasing offering to God. If you are able to give a little more
during this time, please consider doing so as a way of supporting your fellow disciples who are
not able to.

* OFFERING PRAYER
P
Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God,
Sovereign of the universe.
You offer us new beginnings and guide us on our journey.
Lead us to your table, nourish us with this heavenly food,
and prepare us to carry your love
to a hungry world, in the name of Christ our light.
C
Amen.
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* DIALOGUE
P
The Lord be with you.
C
And also with you.
P
C

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P
C

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

* PREFACE
P
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations;
in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son;
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
* SANCTUS
C
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

* THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
P
Blessed are you, O holy God: you are the Life and Light of all.
By your powerful word you created all things.
Through the prophets you called your people to be a light to the nations.
Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son.
He is your Light, shining in our darkness
and revealing to us your mercy and might.
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In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his preaching and healing,
his dying and rising, and his promise to come again,
we await that day when all the universe
will rejoice in your holy and life-giving light.
By your Spirit bless us and this meal, that,
refreshed with this heavenly food, we may be light for the world,
revealing the brilliance of your Son.

C

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father,
with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever.
Amen.

* LORD’S PRAYER
P
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray…
C
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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* INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P
Come to God’s table.
There is a place for you and enough for all.
COMMUNION
This is the body of Christ, given for you. This is the blood of Christ, shed for you.

* POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
P
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace.
C
Amen.
* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P
Let us pray. We give you thanks, gracious God,
for we have feasted on the abundance of your house.
Send us to bring good news and to proclaim your favor to all,
strengthened with the richness of your grace in your Son, Jesus Christ.
C
Amen.
* BLESSING
P
God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness,
who rejoices over you, and who calls you by name,
☩ bless your going out and your coming in, today and forever.
C
Amen.
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* SENDING HYMN – Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-730797. All rights reserved.
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* DISMISSAL
P
Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good news.
C
Thanks be to God.
* POSTLUDE
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #43183.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
A reminder of our current public health and safety guidelines for our In-Person
Worship Services and Activities, per the COVID Task Force:
 Masks are required at all times, while indoors. At any point throughout the week,
if you are in the building, you must be masked.


Appropriate social distancing (at least 6 feet of space between family groups)



Singing is welcomed, please be sure to wear a mask.



Signing In - All who attend worship are asked to sign in each time with their
name and complete contact information.



If you have been diagnosed with COVID and attended worship or an in-person
activity, please contact the Co-op office at 717-273-3001 so we can take
necessary measures. Thank you.

COVID Task Force Members:
Bonnie Barsh, RN
Pam Wildonger, RN
Dr. Tom Carmany
Dr. Scott DeLong

Dr. Shelby Margut-DeLong
Dr. Michele Margut
John Sheaf, Emergency Management
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Our rotating worship schedule:
 9:00 am service on the 1st and 3rd Sunday at Salem
 9:00 am service on the 2nd and 4th Sunday at Saint James
 10:30 am service every Sunday at Hill
Temporary Liturgical Changes
Out of concern for rising COVID-19 rates in Lebanon County, we have temporarily
suspended sung liturgy. We will continue to sing the three hymns, but the remainder of
the liturgy will be spoken for the time being.

CO-OP BOARD MEETING HIGHLIGHTS - DECEMBER 28, 2021
FIFTH SUNDAY JOINT WORSHIP SERVICE
A Joint Worship Service will be held on Sunday, January 30 at 10:00 a.m. at St.
James. This will be the only in-person worship service of the day.
COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECTS
The Board is continuing to explore options for increased involvement in community
service projects.
TEMPORARY SUSPENSION OF COFFEE HOUR
As COVID cases continue to rise, the Board has decided to temporarily suspend
coffee hour during the month of January for the safety of our members and friends.
This topic will be re-visited at the January meeting.

Collection of Hats, Scarves, Gloves, etc…
Saint James will again be collecting hats, scarves, gloves, mittens and socks during the
months of January and February. These items will be placed in bags and hung on the
fence for anyone in need of these items. Look for the box in the narthex to place your
contributions. Thank you for your help!
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Lebanon Library Water Ministry
The Library needs bottled water! You can make monetary donations to Salem for the
Water Ministry. OR -You can donate water directly to the library, at 7th & Willow Sts.,
park by the front doors, go into the library and ask for the security guard. The guard
will take the water out of your car and place it on a cart. The hours of operation for
the Library are as follows: Mon-Wed 8a-8p; Thu 8a-7p; Fri-Sat 8a-5p, closed Sundays.
Due to the continued COVID-19 restrictions, the water fountains remain closed. Thank
you for your support of this ministry. - Shirley McGowan, mcgowan2@verizon.net
Power Packs
Power Pack distribution also takes place on Wednesday afternoons at Lebanon County
Christian Ministries. If you have an interest in helping this year, please see or contact
Sharon Martin, shamar44@hotmail.com, or 717-679-6445. You do need clearances to
help, but they are easy to obtain. We would be more than happy to help you get the
paperwork you need in order to volunteer. Thank you, Sharon Martin
Point In Time Count
A Point-in-Time (PiT) Count provides an estimate of homelessness in a community
within a specified time period. It offers a snapshot of homelessness; and when
conducted consistently, allows communities to measure their progress in reducing
homelessness. PiT Counts are important because they establish the dimensions of the
problem of homelessness and help policymakers and program administrators track
progress towards the goal of ending homelessness and identify continuing areas of
need. This event happens on Wednesday, January 26, 2022 at 7:30PM. Check-in and
Check-out at Salem Lutheran Church: Richwine Hall. Below are the links to register or
offer tips where unsheltered homeless people are staying. Please email Shirley
McGowan at mcgowan2@verizon.net for more information.
1. Volunteer as an individual or as a team: Click the link below to register yourself or your
team to join us the evening of the PIT Count.
https://communityhealthcouncil.com/homelessness/2022-point-in-time-count/
2. Share any tips on where we might be able to find individuals or families who are staying in a
place not meant for habitation:
https://communityhealthcouncil.com/pit-count-tip-line/
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Fresh Start Homeless Shelter
The Fresh Start Homeless Shelter for families will be operating out of their new home
located at 6th and Chestnut Streets, directly across from Harding School. They are
opening in January and are in need of volunteers. They are in need of individuals who
want to volunteer to support the shelter operations. There are four positions available,
but we will need many hands to cover these positions 365 days a year.
The four needs are:
1. Welcome and check-in: this role will be responsible for welcoming our guests,
doing the nightly registration, and receiving the guests' nightly vouchers. We
need two volunteers for this each night. Arrival is 8 p.m. and ending time is
about 9:30 p.m.
2. Safety check: this role ensures guests' personal items are placed into their
storage bins for the night. This volunteer will do a visual inspection of bags and
ensure guests are compliant with shelter rules. Arrival is 8 p.m. and ending
time is about 9:30 p.m.
3. Refreshments: This volunteer will be available in the snack area to replenish
snacks, socialize with our guests, and place any approved items needing
refrigeration in a refrigerator. Arrival is 8 p.m. and ending time is about
9:30 p.m.
4. Overnight: these volunteers can fill one of the above positions and then stay
overnight or can volunteer for just the overnight shift. Arrival is no later than
9 p.m. (unless filling another role). A volunteer rest area is available and
responsibilities include ensuring guests remain indoors and in the assigned
sleeping area. Additionally, this position will conduct lights out and wake guests
at 6:30 a.m. It is not required this volunteer remain awake for the entire night,
but be ready to support any guests' emergency needs. We need two volunteers
per night for this position.
There is a short online training, which is required prior to volunteering. Also, a short
knowledge quiz must be completed as well. The link to the training and quiz will be
sent via email once you register. To register as a volunteer, please complete the
application at: https://forms.gle/E7ScMRP4oURuPz7G9
UPCOMING EVENTS:
January 26 - Point in Time Count, 7 - 11pm, meet at Salem
16

